
Grade 9 Drama 

Ms. Turcon 
Email: bethany.turcon@sd5.bc.ca 

In person: Drama Portable Monday/Wednesday 
Website: msturcon.weebly.com 

Welcome!  I am very much looking forward to exploring the crazy, wonderful world of 
drama with you!  Each day, you will be expected to arrive with a positive and 
encouraging attitude.  One of my favourite games to play when studying 
improvisation is one entitled, “Yes, Let’s!”  In this game, a suggestion is made (the 
more ridiculous the better!) to which the entire class responds “Yes, let’s!” and then 
we all do the suggested movement or action.  When entering a space of theatre you 
are automatically entering an unspoken agreement to “willingly suspend your 
disbelief”(Samuel Coleridge), which creates a magical space where anything can be 
possible.  In this classroom, I encourage you to adopt the attitude of “Yes, Let’s!” and 
apply it to everything we do.  I do not expect perfection – only a willingness to try.  
Much of your assessment and evaluation will be based on your attitude and ability to 
work as a successful team member, so make sure to check in before entering the 
room and bring only your best self.  Welcome, and “Yes, Let’s!” 

Course intentions: 

• To encourage students to explore performance and backstage opportunities 
• To develop confidence and presentation skills to be used in all subjects 
• To develop appropriate audience etiquette 
• To encourage and develop students’ abilities to work collaboratively 
• To explore and develop practical knowledge in drama 
• To reflect on, appreciate and evaluate students’ own work and the work of 

others 
• To create, rehearse and preform a final production for an audience 

Supplies needed: 

• Pencil (please bring to every class) 
• Drama Journal (any bound notebook with your name CLEARLY labeled) 
• Appropriate comfortable clothing (must be able to move freely) 



Mini Units 
Intro/Trust/History     Character Study 
Movement/Phyiscal Theatre   Intro to Improv   
Monologues       Final Performances 
Voice        
Duologue/Scene Studies 

Expectations and Assessment: 

As much of your assessment for this class will be largely based on participation, 
regular attendance is necessary.  If you are absent from class, please provide a note 
explaining your absence, and if possible, speak to me beforehand if you know you will 
miss a class.  You will be evaluated throughout the term in the form of peer and self-
evaluation, drama journals, short performances, and a final performance.  

Rules: 

• Always enter the room ready to work with respect, authenticity, and energy 
• Safety (emotional and physical) is always the first consideration 
• No cell phones, etc. in class  
• Help keep the room/costume areas tidy  
• NO GUM! 

Expectations: 

• Be on time 
• Be prepared for class: sitting in circle, writing materials nearby, proper 

clothing, etc. 
• At all times show respect for everyone in the class, including yourself 
• Strive to help others feel comfortable and welcome 
• Participate fully in all aspects of the course 
• Work without distraction both on and off stage 
• Written work is due on time 
• No “toilet bowl” humor – aim higher than this 
• Be sensitive to the nature of the dramatic material being presented and 

approach it appropriately and maturely.  All discussions of student work will be 



supportive and aimed at improving the quality of drama and theatre produced 
by members of the class. 

Final marks will be calculated based on the following breakdown: 

Participation/attendance – 65% 
Performances – 20% 
Written work (drama journals/character studies/etc.) – 15% 

Assignments: 

Drama Journals (6 entries, each out of 10 marks) – During our time together, 
you will be required to write a total of 6 journal entries in your drama journal.  The 
specific topic of these will depend on what we are studying in class.  Due dates for 
these journals will correspond with what we are studying in class as well. 

You have the option of “telling” me two of these six journal entries instead of writing 
it down.  Each journal must be at least 250 words in length. If you are unsure about 
length or have any other questions or concerns, please come see me with your Drama 
Journal. 

The content of your drama journals should be about the mini unit we have just 
completed.  I want to know what we did and how this was beneficial to you.  Did you 
enjoy the unit?  What did you like best/least?  WHY?  Please do not simply tell me 
what we did.  Always ask the question “And so what?”  Tell me WHY this was or was 
not helpful to you.  Write about any connections you can make from your past or 
previous classes.   

Peer evaluation – For various assignments, I will ask that you evaluate your peers 
using a rubric.  Please remember to be honest and fair when evaluating your peers. 

Final performances – For each mini-unit, we will have some form of final 
performance on which you will be marked either as an individual or as a group using 
various performance rubrics. 

 


